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rule. After a bill has passed one House
and goes into the other, the second House
may amend it in any particular, should it
so desire, in which event in its amended form
the bill must return to the House where it
originated and he voted on again in its new
form. If the two Houses cannot agree as
to the final form a hill is to take, a confer-
ence committee of hoth Houses is usually
appointed, and its decision is nearly always
accepted.

Powers of Congress. The Constitution
definitely prescribes what powers Congress
may exercise. It names other powers by
implication, and still others that are pro-
hibited or in the exercise of which Congress
is restricted. The following outline explains
the three divisions:

I. Express Powers.

1.  To lay and collect taxes.

2.  To  borrow money  on   the   credit  of

United States.

3.  To regulate commerce.

4.  To    establish    a    uniform    rule    of

naturalization.

5.  To establish uniform laws of bank-

ruptcy.

6.  To   coin   money   and   regulate   its'

value.

7.  To fix the standard of weights and

measures.

8.  To provide for punishment of coun-

terfeiting.

9.  To    establish   postoffices   and   post

roads.

10.  To grant patents and copyrights.

11.  To establish inferior United States

courts.

12.  To have charge of matters related to

war.

13.  To    exercise    control   over   United

States territory.
II. Implied and Incidental Powers.

1.  To purchase foreign territory.

2.  To    establish    military    and    naval

academies,

3.  To make internal improvements.

4.  To create corporations.

5.  To make all laws necessary to carry

into effect all powers.
III. Powers Prohibited or Restricted.

1.  To    suspend    the    writ    of   habeas

corpus.

2.  To pass a bill of attainder.

3.  To pass an ex post facto law.

4.  To; lay direct taxes unless in pro-

portion to the census,

5.  Ta lay taxes on state exports.

6.  To give preference to  the ports of

one state over those of another.

7.  To compel vessels to enter any port

other than the one bound for.

8.  To draw money from the treasury

'without lawful appropriations be-
jng

9. To grant titles of nobility.

10.  To abridge freedom of speech or of

the press.

11.  To establish religion or prohibit its

exercise.

12.  To deny the right of assembling to

petition the government.

13.  To repudiate debts.

COITG&EVE, WILLIAM (1670-1729), an
English dramatist. His plays belong to the
artificial school of comedy, which aimed
rather at the production of a sustained flow
of wit than at the precise delineation of
character. The immorality by which they
are marred is perhaps the fault of the age
rather than of Congreve. The most im-
portant of his plays as viewed to-day are The
Old Bachelor, Love for Love and The Mourn*
ing Bride.

CONIFEEAE, koniferee, or PHSTE TAM-
IL Y, a large group of trees and shrubs which
are found in the north and south temperate
regions, and sparsely within the tropics. By
the peculiar structure of their flowers they
are separated widely from most of the flow-
ering plants, and with three other small famil-
ies they are known as gymnosperms. The
trees have a somewhat uniform habit of
growth. Usually the branches grow out
horizontally and diminish in length toward
the top, giving a conelike appearance to the
whole tree. The leaves are slender and
needlelike, or in the form of flat scales; and
as on many species they persist through the
winter, they have earned for the trees the
names of evergreens* The name eoniferae,
or cone-bearing, is given these trees because
of their peculiar fruit, which is cone-shaped
and composed of heavy scales, under which
are borne the seeds.

In some species these are long in ripening,
and the scales cling firmly together until the
seeds are ready for distribution, when the
scales open and the seeds are blown about
by the wind. The stamens are borne in small
and usually inconspicuous cones, which fall
as soon as the pollen has been distributed by
the wind. They are so removed from the
fertile cones that the latter can be fertilized
only by the wind, and in consequence the
yellowish pollen is composed of countless
minute grains which fly about as a yellow
dust. Not all the coniferae, however, bear
cones. Some, as the juniper, form berries.
Some species are very widely scattered, while
others are closely restricted to certain locali-
ties.